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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



and broken by the spade ; on this let the dung be laid 
down, the carts, coming in at one end, depositing their 
loads, and passing off at the other end, and proceeding 
in this manner until the whole is finished. As both ends 
of the heap will be sloping, it will be necessary to make 
them up to the same height as the rest of the heap, by 
cutting the ends across at the required distance, and 
throwing the outer ends on top ; when this is done, 
finish by putting a layer of earth all over the top. If it 
should happen that the whole heap cannot be finished 
at once, but that there are intervals between the 
different times when the dung is drawn out, then a layer 
of earth must be laid over the dung heap each time the 
drawing is finished. During the time that the dung is 
being drawn out, great care must be taken that it is 
spread equally and not allowed to lie in lumps, and that 
the heap is made up as neatly as possible. When dung 
is not drawn out until late iD spring, say within a month 
or six weeks of its being required, then the carts must 
not be allowed to travel over the heap ; but the manure 
ought to be made up loosely, so that its fermentation 
may be hastened, whereas, if the carts were drawn over 
it, this would be considerably retarded. 

Compost-heaps The materials for making compost- 
heaps may be brought forward at any spare time 
throughout the year ; but as this is closely allied to the 
subject of the preceding paragraph, we shall now refer 
to it. The best material for mixing with farm-yard 
manure is peat or bog-earth ; old turf fences also 
answer well ; but wherever bog-stuff can be got, ad- 
vantage ought to be taken of it to form compost-heaps, 
and thus to increase the manure store. The proper 
proportions are two-thirds of bog-earth to one-third of 
farm-yard dung. Let the bottom of the heap be bog- 
earth ; upon this put a layer of manure, then another 
of earth, and so on until the heap is four or five feet 
high, covering all with earth. In a short time the mass 
will begin to heat, and after it has done so it may be 
turned and the materials carefully mixed, finishing, as 
at first, with a layer of earth. By saturating the heap 
occasionally with liquid manure from the tank, its value 
will be greatly increased. If a heap of earth be laid 

down convenient to the houses, and all house-slops 

such as soap-snds, &c — poured regularly over it, a mass 
of valuable manure will soon be obtained. 

Liquid-manure Tanks On small farms a sufficiently 

large tank may be made of u tight butt, containing 150 
gallons, or, if one be insufficient, two of these butts may 
be set close to each other. Let a hole be dug two and 
a half feet deeper than the depth of the cask, and at 
least 18 inches wider ; the bottom of tlie hole must be 
laid with a layer of properly-prepared puddled clay, ten 
or twelve inches thick ; upon this set the cask, and then 
have puddle closely rammed in around the sides ; the 
upper edge of the cask will then be eighteen or twenty 
inches below the surface, a sufficient depth to allow 
Toom for a covered drain for conveying the urine into 
the tank from the gutter behind the cows. A rough 
but string covering of wooden slabs being laid over the 
top of the cask, a tank will be constructed which will 
last for several years, and contain all the liquid manure 
likely to be preserved at one time on a small farm. In 
the case of more extensive establishments, especially 
where the system of house-feeding is closely followed, 
larger tanks will be required, the sides of which will be 
"formed of brick or stones set in mortar, and joined with 
cement, and carefully puddled behind each course ; the 
sole may be either pavement or bricks laid on puddle, 
and the best cover is an arch ; the width of the tank 
should not exceed six feet, for, if much wider, the 
arched cover will be expensive. As a regular part of 
■the homestead, a tank should never be omitted ; for 
there is no part of the establishment which will repay 
the outlay sooner. 

Some modes of using liquid manure have been al- 
ready mentioned, such as its application to the manure 
in the yard and to compo9t-heaps ; it may also be ap- 
plied as a watering to grass, whether pasture or when 
cut for soiling, and also to land in preparation for green 
•ropB, and its effects in either of these modes are often 
■truly surprising. The quantity to be given to each 
Irish acre may be from 1,500 to 2,300 gallons. 

liquid-manure carts have been constructed in the 
form of a square or oblong wooden cistern, mounted on 
"wheels ; but; the simplest and cheapest cart for this pur- 
pose Is a common oil-cask, containing 120 gallons, fixed 
on the shafts and wheels of an ordinary cart, and having 
a long box, perforated with holes, attached behind. 
The liquid is pumped out of the tank, and enters the 
cask by a bung-hole on the top, where there is also a 
funnel attached, and it flows into the trough behind, 
through a hole in the lower part of the back end of the 
cask ; this hole is provided with a large spigot or a sim- 
ple bung of wood. The more expensive watering-carts 
are furnished with an apparatus for regulating the dis- 
charge ; but the simple wooden trough may be made 
to serve the same purpose, merely by closing up a few 
of the holes, should the discharge be considered too 
great ; and when the contents of the cask is known, it 
is an easy matter apportioning the quantity to be given 
to an acre. The amount will be greater or less accord- 
ing to the speed of the horse, and this must be attended 
to ; but if the horse be not pushed beyond his step, it 
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will be found that very little difference will arise from 
this cause. On very small farms, where manual labour 
was the only means of cultivation, we have seen a small 
cask, mounted on a wheel-barrow frame, answering all 
the purposes required. 

Grass Lands, intended for meadow, should be cleared 
early in the month of all stock, the top-dressing finished, 
and. when thoroughly dry, bush-harrowed, cleaned, and 
rolled ; draining finished, and the land shut up to rest. 

Irrigation — Attend to the water-meadows, and clear 
away all obstructions of dead leaves, silt, and other 
deposits, so that the water may run freely and not re- 
main stagnant on any part. Correct the levels when ne- 
cessary ; and, in case of severe frost, let the water run 
unchanged, which will prevent the young blade from 
being burned up ; but if the weather continues mild, 
change the water every third day from quarter to quar- 
ter, if there be not sufficient to cover the entire breadth 
at the same time. The best guide is to let off the water 
as soon a3 a scum arises, which is a good indication that 
the land is saturated sufficiently for the time. 

Fatting Stock — As the cattle in the stalls progress, 
improve the quality of the food, by giving oil-cake, bar- 
ley meal, and bruised oats. Those put up early, and 
in good condition, will soon be fit for the butcher, and 
should be sold off. 

Fatting Wedders, whether in the sheds, or on the 
pastures, must not be allowed too much turnips, but 
should get a liberal supply of cake or meal, and good 
hay ; turnips are cold and succulent, and, if much 
frosted, are injurious, causing diarrhoea and dropsical 
affections. 

In-calf Cows, and Ewes with Lamb, should be treated 
so as to keep them in vigorous health, by giving mode- 
rate, yet sufficient quantities of roots ana good hay, so 
as to avoid the extremes of being too fat or too thin. 
As they approach the period of casting their young, 
an additional quantity of succulent food should be given, 
yet cautiously, to promote the secretion of milk, and im- 
prove their condition. 

Store Stock should not be stinted, but have a liberal 
supply of nourishing food, as well to keep them in fair 
condition as promote their growth. Keeping growing 
stock on short allowance, will be found the least econo- 
mical in the end. 

General Remarks When not otherwise engaged, 

this is a good season to employ men in removing old, 
useless, earthen fences ; and if the materials are not re- 
quired, for the purpose of forming compost-heaps, as 
directed, they may be spread over the adjoining fields, 
which will be improved by thus deepening the soil. It 
is astonishing the great extent of valuable land which is 
taken up in this country with these fences : they are 
absolutely of no use whatever — they harbour vermin, 
and prove an unmolested nursery of weeds, and they 
take up land for which rent must be paid. When a 
system of house-feeding is closely followed, there are no 
fences required except the boundary, which may be 
a ground hedge, taking up very little space. In the 
present times, when every foot of land must be made 
fully productive, these abominations must be done away 
with. 
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